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19'" Annual Helpmann Awards

Celebrating artistic excellence and distinguished achievement in Australia’s live
entertainment and performing arts industry

First 20 prestigious 2019 Helpmann Award winners announced tonight,
Sunday 14 July from 6pm!

This year, for the very first time, 43 Helpmann Awards are being presented across two nights and two events
in Melbourne, at the Victorian home of the performing arts, Arts Centre Melbourne.

From 6pm Sunday 14 July, the first 20 Helpmann Awards were presented at the 2019 Helpmann Awards
Act |, an intimate, industry-only cocktail hour event.

The winners were announced for the best creative, designer and supporting roles, as well as the Awards for
Best Presentation for Children and Young People, Best Regional Touring Production and Best Special Event
in front of an industry A-list crowd. In addition, the 2019 Sue Nattrass Award for outstanding service to the
live performance industry was presented to Liz Jones AO, long serving Artistic Director of Melbourne’s La
Mama Theatre.

The list of winners announced during the Helpmann Awards Act | available from 7.30pm
AEST Sunday 14 July

The 2019 Helpmann Awards Act | saw the gravitas of Australia’s most prestigious live theatre and
entertainment awards meet the atmosphere of a sophisticated jazz lounge, for an up close, upbeat,
exclusive industry-only night to remember.

Hosted by the legendary performer, writer, artistic director and national treasure, Robyn Archer AO, the
evening’s presenters included industry favourites Annie Aitken, Casey Bennetto, Tony Briggs, Uncle Jack
Charles, Ako Kondo, Matt Lee, Ali McGregor, Natalie O’'Donnell, Gareth Reeves, Graeme Russell, Claire
Spencer, Anne Wood and the legendary punk rock duo from Die Roten Punkte, Otto and Astrid Rot.
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The evening’s performances included The Jack Earle Jazz Trio, the dazzling Rhonda Burchmore OAM, the
silky soulful voice of Marcus Corowa, Australia’s most prolific Torres Strait Islander entertainer Christine
Anu and the musical theatre leading men Matt Lee and Rob Mills of Swing on This.

The Helpmann Awards are the premier celebration of Australia’s vibrant live performance industry. The
Awards recognize distinguished achievement and excellence in Australia’s live performance sectors
including musicals, contemporary music, comedy, opera and classical music, theatre, ballet, dance and
physical theatre, presentations for children and young people, regional touring and cabaret.

The Helpmann Awards were established in 2001 by Live Performance Australia (LPA). Chief Executive of
LPA, Evelyn Richardson said “We are delighted this year to present the 19" Annual Helpmann Awards in
Melbourne for the very first time. Over the past 19 years the Helpmann Awards have received nearly 12,000
entries and announced over 2,900 Nominees, which highlights the breadth and depth of the live
performance industry enjoyed by 18.4 million people each year in Australia.”

The remaining 23 Awards will be presented at The Helpmann Awards Act Il on Monday 15 July at the State
Theatre, Arts Centre Melbourne. The Helpmann Awards Act Il will be broadcast live on ABC Comedy on

Monday 15 July at 8pm. Highlights from tonight’s Act I will also be included in the broadcast.

For further information and a full list of nominees: www.helpmannawards.com.au

Helpmann Awards Act Il Monday 15 July 2019 Arts Centre Melbourne
7.30pm State Theatre, Arts Centre Melbourne
6 - 7.15pm Red Carpet

Tickets on sale www.artscentremelbourne.com.au

Events will be Auslan interpreted. Patrons should select Auslan ticket type and collect your ticket from the
box office on the day for the final seating location near the interpreter.

2019 Helpmann Awards will be BROADCAST LIVE on ABC Comedy Channel at 8pm Monday 15 July.
Repeat broadcast on ABC TV on Sunday 21 July at 10pm. Catch up anytime on iView.

The Helpmann Awards are proudly supported by the Victorian Government, via its tourism marketing
agency, Visit Victoria.

ENDS
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Join the conversation and stay connected with Helpmann’s news

Website: www.helpmannawards.com.au

Official hashtag: #Helpmanns

Facebook: www.facebook.com.au/TheHelpmannAwards
Twitter: @HelpmannAwards

Instagram: @Helpmann_Awards

MEDIA ENQUIRIES
For further information or to arrange an interview with LPA Chief Executive, Evelyn Richardson please
contact:

National & Melbourne - Lucky Star Media
Vicky lliopoulos M 0410 551 388 E vicky@luckystarmedia.com.au
Sonja McGill M 0407 351 351 E sonja@luckystarmedia.com.au

Adelaide — Neil Ward, Neil Ward Publicity M 0438 095 580 E: neil@neilwardpublicity.com.au

Brisbane — Cinnamon Watson, Cinnamon Watson Publicity
M: 0432 219 643 E: cinn@cinnamonwatsonpublicity.com.au

Perth — Lynne Burford, Lynne Burford Publicity M: 0417 921 038 E: |Iburford@iinet.net.au

Sydney — lan Phipps, lan Phipps Publicity M: 0419 977 649 E: ian@ippublicity.com.au
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